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295th Comparative Law and Politics Seminar

Anyone with a Law Department library card is welcome.
Students of the Graduate Schools for Law and Politics and the Graduate School of Public Policy are also welcome.

Speaker : Daniela Giannetti, Professor, University of Bologna
T o p i c:Dominant Party or Dominant Leader?

Coalition Structures and Multidimensional Logrolling in Italy’s Most Stable Governments
Date and Time : Friday,10 October 2025, 16:50 - 18:20
P I a c e: School of Law Bldg. Rm. 201
Format: Hybrid (in-person & online)
Language : English
Moderator : Professor Junko Kato
Organized by The Institute for Legal and Political Design,
Graduate Schools for Law and Politics, The University of Tokyo
Supported by JSPS KAKENHI 23K20137 - 22K01327

Abstract : The instability of Italian governments has long been a central puzzle in comparative politics. The
transition to the so-called Second Republic has only partially altered this pattern, with Italy remaining synonymous
with coalition volatility, frequent cabinet reshuffles, and short-lived governments. Nevertheless, three governments —
those led by Silvio Berlusconi (2001-2005), Matteo Renzi (2014-2016), and Giorgia Meloni (2022-present)—stand out
for their unusual durability and their ability to manage heterogeneous coalitions. Notably, the Meloni government is
poised to set a new record for longevity in
the history of the Italian Republic. Focusing on the Meloni government, this presentation explores several hypotheses
that may account for this unexpected stability within a system otherwise prone to cycling, i.e. frequent government
turnover. These include: the centrality of Meloni’s party within the center-right coalition, the centralization of
leadership, the ability to broker logrolls in a multidimensional setting, and the fragmentation of the opposition.
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